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From the PRESIDENTõS Deské 

 

Stand for Something 
 

Ever hear the saying Stand for Something or Fall for Anything? In this 

day and age, never has it been more important to know what you believe 

in and then develop the fortitude to take a stand and remain grounded 

with your feet planted firmly to your principles.  Whether we are talking 

about religion, politics, your stand on moral values or general principles 

in life such as abortion, or euthanasia. Figure out what you believe and 

why and then be willing to take a stand when asked your opinion.  

 

It seems to me that too many people are fearful of speaking up about 

what they believe in for fear of offending someone else, or getting 

involved or being labeled a fanatic.  Do they think their opinion is not important and therefore 

donôt take the time to think about what is right or wrong according to how they see it? The result 

is far too many people take on apathetic, nonchalant attitudes about what they believe is wrong 

and right.  When you donôt know what you believe and why you believe what you do, then you 

open yourself up to being easily influenced by changing opinions, fads or a smooth talking 

politician who makes promises. The current generation of teens is becoming increasingly more 

confused about what is wrong and right.   

 

Taking a stand for something helps us to remain true to what we are doing and reminds us of 

what our true purpose is here on earth. Whatever happened to believing in something with your 

entire heart and soul and then doing everything you can to support that cause?   

 

In case you are thinking that I am a proponent of going out and shoving personal views in the 

faces of others or being obnoxiouséI am not. Iôm just saying that we all ought to spend some 

time figuring out what we stand for and understanding how these views affect our lives so that 

we arenôt susceptible to every new and changing opinion and misinformed influences that we see 

and hear in the news daily.     

 

As a nation, as a community and an agencyéLetôs Stand for Something! At PATH we believe in 

the importance of restoring broken relationships, building intimacy with the people we love the 

most, and honoring God and living with integrity! Itôs time to take a stand or we will surely fall 

for anything.  

 

From my heart to yours,  

 
All my best, 

Jerilyn 
Jerilyn A. Keen 

 

Board of Directors  
 

Timothy Gage  
Chairman 
 

Jerilyn A. Keen 
President 
 

Fred Martin  
Director  
 
 

Chris Bingaman  
Director  
 

Dr. Chris Boyatzis  
Director  
 

Ted Hancock  
Director  
 

Dr. Troy Williamson  
Director  
 

Gene McCarty  
Treasurer 
 

Erica Frey  
Secretary 
 

Advisory Committee  
Jerilyn Keen  
Scott Constantini  
Stephen Gaito  
William Rossnock  
Joseph Talarico  
Dr. Liz  Ciaravino  
Thomas Bell   
William Weber  
Larry Weidman  
John Gigunto  
Matthew Yonkin  
Joshua Weisen 
 

 
 

2255tthh  
Anniversary  



 

Volume 3, Issue 1                                           July 2010  Page 2 

 

 

PA Treatment & Healing                ñGuiding People on the Path to Changeò 
 

     -Fire Extinguishers.- 

 

  -Thermal Sensor Device- 

NNNeeewwwsss   fffrrrooommm   ooouuurrr   CCCooorrrpppooorrraaattteee   OOOffffff iiiccceeeééé   

 

The Corporate Office has been òOn Fireó with their efforts as the summer 
blazes on.  Speaking of fire , during the July Managerõs 
Meeting, those in attendance participated in Fire Safety 
Training offered by the Warrior Run Area Fire 
Department .  The crew came in and explained the different 
types of extinguishers, showed us  the heat thermal sensor  
device, as well as the fire truck.  The  training allowed for 
the attendees to ask questions about the proper use of 
extinguishers, what to do in emergency situations and what 
all goes into fighting a fire.  A special thanks to the Warrior 
Run Area Fire Department for taking ti me out  of their 
schedule to come inform our staff on proper fire safety.  
 

In addition to  Fire Safety Training,  the secretaries had a 
special day of trainingé just for them!  òJust for Secretariesó which  took 
place on July 22 nd  at the Corporate Office  instructed by President, Jerilyn 
Keen , Program Compliance Manager, Erica Frey and D&A Facility 

Director, Michele Barrows .  The òbackboneó of each center, got to spend a day learning new 
tasks,  discussing HIPAA, eligibility, billing  accuracy, attitudes,  exchanging ideas, and getting a 
clearer picture of their role in the overall system .  Some of the quotes on the training were òI 
loved this trainingó and ò..this training was a great way for us to strategize!ó    
 
The òBe Challengedó Outdoor Weekend Program has shown a great success  over the past two 
years.  For the 2009 -2010 fiscal year, the program had 24 weekends with 170 participants.  The 
program posted a 91 % success rate!  155 of the participants successfully completed the 
weeken d. In 2008 -2009 fiscal year, there was a total of 25 weekends with 181 participants.  The 
program posted a 95%  success rate! 171 of the participants that year successfully completed 
the weekend.  The òBe Challengedó Program in the past two years has shown an average success 
rate of 93% .  If you are interested in finding out more about the òBe Challengedó outdoor 
weekend program, please contact Outreach Coordinator, Todd  Puderbach  at 570 -321 -7860.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
PA Treatment & Healing would like to congratulate the first recipient of the òRising Staró award 
to NICK METZGER !. Nick has shown exceptional performance in his treatment and has earned 
the respect of their peers and the staff.  Nick states that his favorite things about PATH are that 
he gets  to meet new people and he loves working with the staff. Nick also states the staff really 
made him feel comfortable and he felt they could relate to the problems he faced and it was their 
trust and guidance that gave him the courage to succeed! Nick loves football and wrestling, 
especially the Philadelphia Eagles.  Nick enjoys listening to older music in his free time as well.  
Nickõs future plans are to graduate high school and after graduation, Nick wants to start his 
own landscaping business.  Nick looks forward to also starting his own family and hopes to have 
two chi ldren of his own to raise and guide through life.  Nick says that he feels ready to face any 
new challenges that come his way and accredits it to his time at PATH.   
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-Construction At Bloomsburg PATH- 

   -Clients At The Recycling Center- 

-PATH Sponsored ñTurning the Heartsò- 

                  Basketball Team 

This is ñWhatôs Happeningò at our Centersé 
 
PATH ï Bloomsburg:  The B loomsburg Center is under 

construction! Not only is the Bloomsburg center in the process of 
helping our youth rebuild  and òconstructó their lives and futures, 
First General Service  is  making repairs to the floor s and walls  in 
the center  to allow PATH to provide the best possible experience for 
our youth .  The construction began  in June  and the folks at First 

General Services have been hard at work 
repairing the classroom s for the start of 
the 2010 -2011 school year!  According to 
Program Ma nager, Heather Heiny  
the staff and youth have adapted well 
to relocating their activities to different 
areas within the center while the construction has been taking place.  
 
The Day Treatment clients have been out doing some ògreenó 
construction of their own!  The clients took a trip to the local 

recycling center and were educated on the process that goes into 
recycling and the impact it has on the earth.  The clients then got 
in volved by removing trash from the compost site and had a great 
time doing it!  Day Treatment Clients, Evelyn H . and Caitlin M  

stood out among their peers by collecting the most trash while maintaining a positive attitude 
and influences of the other clients . Great job Evelyn and Caitlin in doing your part to preserve 
the earth!  
 

PATH ï East Stroudsburg:   The East Stroudsburg C enter is cele brating a summer of love!  

The East Stroudsburg Intensive Adolescent and Day Treatment Clients have been visiting the 
Labor Of Love  facility where the clients have been using the 
music & video equipment there while receiving the message 
that L.O.L. has to offer!  The clients are bringing the message 
back to the center and applying it to their therapeutic 
activities. The c lients are enhancing and strengthening their 
socialization skills and are learning through the message and 
through group how to maintain and strengthen positive 
relationships and the value of them.   
 
PATH returned  the òloveó to Labor Of Love in the form of a 
monetary donation.  PATH sponsored a basketball team in 
the òTurning the Heartsó summer basketball league that is 
operated by Labor of Love. The program relies on donations 
of local businesses to be able to outreach to the youth with 
their message and gives them a positive activity with the 
basketball league. The donation made on behalf of PATH, 
helped purchase jerseys (as shown) and part of the 
advertising fees associated with the program. So far, the PATH sponsored team has had a 
winning record and the youth and s taff at the East Stroudsburg center try and make it every 
chance they get to cheer on our team!  Letõs go TEAM PATH! 
 
Dean of Students, Robin Johnson  and Teacher, Rose Standiford  were so motivated by 
President, Jerilyn Keen õs Path Of Life training , that th ey are planning  a project for the 
Alternative Education Program Students, to paint a Path of Life mural on the wall at the center . 
Robin and Rose  are also having the students construct a model of the 4 C ornerstones  of 
Intimacy  for the entire center to util ize. We look forward to seeing the results of this wonderful 
project!  
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      -Clients Finding The Caches- 

  -Clients Getting To Work In The Kitchen- 

 

PATH ï Honesdale:  The Honesdale Center under new leadership of Program Manager, 

Livio Viola , are rocking n rolling through the summer as they prepare for the upcoming 
academic year .  Mr. Lee was promoted this past month to the position of Program Manager and 
the entire PATH family is looking forward to the impact that he will make in his new role. 
Congratulations Lee!  
 

In the mean time, the Honesdale center was spotlighted in last monthõs newsletter with their 
garden and according to Mr. Lee, the youth are doing a tremendous job keeping it going!  The 

center also participated in the month of July with the Habitat for  
Humanities annual fund raising yard sale!   The Honesdale 
clients as sisted with the set up of tents and tables for the event 
and even helped sort through the items to be sold.  Once that 

part of the project was complete, the clients helped assist the customers in finding items and 
carrying their purchases for them. Outstan ding job team Honesdale!  
 

Mr. Lee  would like to recognize Client, Nick Metzger  for achieving the highest level of 
recognition, the Star level!  Nick has worked diligently to achieve this status and the entire 
Honesdale center is very proud of your accomplishment and look forward to the great things you 
will do in the future!  Congra tulations Nick!!  
 

As mentioned, newly appointed Program Manager, Livio Viola wanted to take a moment to thank 
former Honesdale and now Scrantonõs Program Manager, Mark Bonifiglio  on behalf of himself 
and the entire Honesdale family, best of luck at Scrant on and thank you for all you have done at 
the Honesdale center.   
 

PATH ï Lehighton:   The Lehighton center took on the role of Indiana Jones this past month 

as Miss Dana  and the blue level and above clients took to th e woods 
in searchéin search of GeoCaches!  In the June edition of The Path, 
Lehighton explained what GeoCaching was about.   This month, the 
clients took to the woods in search of the treasures. The first cach e 
the students found was an  ammo box under a log.  The second 
cache was a 2 inch capsule keychain hanging from a tree on a local 
trail along a canal.  The youth  had an amazing time and 
strengthened their survival skills by learning how to effectively use a  
GPS system as well as a compass.  These tools were used in order to 
help them find the caches.  Great job clients, or should we sayé 

amateur archeologist?   
 
If you canõt take the heatéthen 

get out of Lehighto nõs kitchen!  The clients under the 
leadership of Miss Jess, spent some time in the kitchen 
preparing meals.  Miss Jess explained and showed the clients 
the importance of following directions such as recipes, and 
showing them how following instructions lik e the recipes are 
important in life.  The clients understood that if direction 
isnõt followed, it can lead to their lives getting off course or 
damaging events that could be a result of not following 
directions.  The clients made their own nachos, salsa, 

cookies, cakes, and even veggie dip during these g roup 
activities.  We look forward to sampling some future 
projects!  
 
 

ñWhen one door of happiness closes, another opens, but often we look so long at the 
closed door  that we do not see the one that has been opened for us. ò -Helen Keller  
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     -The Newly Remodeled Front Roof- 

-Lycoming College Desk Donation- 

PATH ï Middleburg:   Construction is the focus of the Middleburg Halfway House.  The staff 

at the Halfway House have been busy constructing relationships with county agencies, helping 
in the rebuilding of lives of the residents that live there, and through the Wolfe Brothers , 
having the roof reconstructed !   

 
Program Manager, Michael Burns  is beaming with excitement 
at the construction that is going on at the Halfway House. òI feel 
very blessed in knowing that we are giving these guys the best 
possible experience we can give them.ó  Of course Michael is 
referring to the outstanding response  to the treatment the 
residents at the Halfway House are receiving as well as the 
reconstruction of the roof!  Michael explains how impressed he 
was with the professionalism and the time the construction team 
from Wolfe Brotherõs Construction took to explain to the staff & 
residents the activities going on with  repairing the roof.   

 
The residents had the 
opportunity to visit 

T&D Cats in Penns Creek, PA .  The y enjoyed seeing all of 
the different species of cats such as leopards, bobcats, 
lynx, and even lio ns and tigers. The residents heard the 
stories of how the owners of T&D took in these cats as abused  and mistreated animals and gave 
them a haven to rehabilitate and feel love.  The residents took this message and applied it to 
their own lives at how the H alfway House is helping them rehabilitate and feel the love and 
guidance needed to make a change.  For more information on the mission that T&D is 
performing, visit them at www.tdscats.com .   
 
The Halfway House  had a Ti tle 1 visit  from Sue Hoffman  of the CSIU.  The inspection was a 
success and the staff at the Halfway House wanted to thank her for all of her help and support 
throughout the inspection process. The residents  were also treated by the generosity of the 
Unive rsity of Bucknell  in Lewisburg, PA.  The University donated dressers, living room 
furniture, beds, and an assortment of furniture for around the house.  PATH thanks Bucknell 
for their generous donation that will improve the experience for the residents . 
 

PATH ï Milton:   Everything is sunny in Milton, Pennsylvania!  Well, at least at the Milton 

center it has been.  Program Manager, Jon Sharp e explains how the Day Treatment programs 
have been t horoughly enjoying the summer.  The Day Treatment 
clients have be en outside enjoying the weather and conducting 
team building exercises on a daily basis.  The clients are 
improving their communication and coping mechanisms needed 
to function successfully in a community.  Jon states that these 
activities are proving to b e a success as a few of the DT clients 
have already obtained employment during the summer months!  
Great job Day Treatment clients, you are proving great things!  
 
The Milton center also had some sunshine shown on them in the 
form of desks that were donated by Lycoming College  for the 
AEP classroom as well as the òdonationó of the Milton Centerõs 
garden that help prepare the meals for the clients.  The Milton 
staff w ould also like to give a warm welcome to Caseworker, Deanna Anderson  who is already 
hitting the ground running and producing great results at the Milton Center.   
 
One ray of light that stands out above all of these blessings is Client, Steven M .  Steven h ad 
been a client in the foster care program for almost 5 years.  Steven recently turned twenty one 
and is looking to make his own lifeõs path now.  The Milton center is proud of all of Stevenõs 
accomplishments and wishes him the best of luck in the future!  

http://www.tdscats.com/
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  -Hey Mr. Kevin! Look What I Caught!- 

PATH ï Scranton :  The Scranton c enter òUnder New Managementó is 

picking up the pace and  marching  right through the summer. Newly 
appointed Program Manager, Mark Bonifiglio  states that he and his staff 
are preparing for the new AEP academic year and he is eager to make 
acquaintances with all of the school districts and meet the new county 
officials.  The After School Even ing & Intensive Adolescent  Program staff 
and clients h ave been spending the summer preparing for the new school 
year by turning one of the larger rooms at the Scranton center into a room 
that they will call òhomeó.  The room will be reflecting the òPath of Lifeó 
Model as a theme for the decoration in the room  and the clients are excited 
about having the room dedicated to them.  We look forward to the finish 
product ASE/IA clients!!!  
 
The Dean of Students, Robert Mattioli  has been hard at work over the summer meeting with 
the different school districts in prepa ring for the 2010 -2011 AEP academic year.  The staff has  
been busy sprucing up the AEP school room in preparation for the new year.  Bob  and the AEP 
staff are ready to start another successful year at the Scranton AEP Program!  

 
PATH ï South Montrose:     The South Montrose center is in full swing as they hit the mid 

point of the summer. The Day Treatment clients and staff have taken advantage of the beautiful 
weather and have been conducting groups outside.  The clients have 
been treate d for their success to a few BBQ õs and on July 29th , the 
clients took a trip to the Lackawanna State Park for a day of biking, 
fishing, swimming, and picnicking.  According to Program Manager, 
Walt Gieski , through the groups and the activities, the  client are 
òfinding itó. What may be òitó you ask?  They are locating the core 
issues (the it) that they face on a daily basis and through their 

investment in the program, they along with the help of peers and the staff, are finding the ways 
to overcome t he òitó in their lives. Keep striving for success DT clients! 
 
The South Montrose center faced a bittersweet event during the month of July.  They say 
goodbye to Dean of Students, Curt Keihl .  Curt has accepted a transfer to the Dean of 
Students at the Wil liamsport PATH center.  Program Manager, Walt Gieski  states òWhile Curt  
will be missed by staff and students alike, we feel confident that his skills and professionalism 
will make a large impact in his new center. We will miss him, but he is still in the f amily helping 
our youthéand that is what is important!ó Mr. Gieski also stated òWe are thrilled to welcome 
our new Dean of Students, Ferdinand  Bi stocchi !  Ferdi nand  taught at the South center  along 
with Curt for the past two years and  with over 15 years of  teaching experience,  we are more 
than confident that he will be able to accomplish great things as the Dean of Students for South 
Montrose!ó  Congratulations to both Curt and Ferdinand  on their promotions!  
 

PATH ï State College:   As the summer rages on in Happy 

Valley,  State College has kicked up the heat at the center!  From 
taking on extended school year students from local school 
districts, to being asked to speak at the July CCBH providerõs 
Meeting, the heat i s on!  Program Manager, Kevin Ransom  
states that all the clients that have been served in the different 
programs over the summer, have shown incredible growth.  Kevin 
states that as an individual who chose this path of employment, 
the greatest reward is seeing a client overcome and grow within 

themselves and be able to achieve great things that they 
thought they never could do.  
 

                     ñAs long as I can competeé.I will NEVER quit.ò ïCal Ripken Jr.  
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    -Kite Flying Activity- 

  -Officer Craig Discussing Bullying.- 

Speaking of greatness, the clients were treated in the month of July to a 
trip to Beaver Stadium for a tour.  Given that the winningest coach in 
NCAA Football history, calls that place home, our clients that are 
superstars in their own right, deserve to be among greatness there.  The 
clients also went on tour to the local YMCA to learn about the 
importance of physical fitness as well as visited the Bellefonte EMS and 
Alpha Fire Company to learn about fire  safety and how to respond to 
emergency situations.  The clients also went to tell it on the mountains 
at the Black Moshannon State Park where the clients had a day of being 
in the outdoors and getting to participate in some activities , such as 
fishing and  kite flying .   
 

The Community Service clients refused to quit during the summer 
months. The clients were a part of the trail clean up at different local 
parks as well as the trash clean up within the local parks of Centre 
County.  The clients view this as a mission to pro tect the parks and 

recreational areas they love.  Great job CS clients!!!  

 
PATH ï Williamsport:   The Williamsport center made 

fireworks of their own this past July without the use of dynamite!  
The staff held a Fourth of July picnic for staff and clients to 
celebrate our nationõs independence.  During the picnic the clients 
participated in skill building activities and athletic events that 
added some òboomó to the group discussions and treatment being 
conducted. After all the òflashó and òbangó of the activities, the 
clients cooled off with water balloon battles that lead to a lot of 
smiles and teamwork.  
 
The clients were treated by a visit from a representative from the 
State Attorney �*�H�Q�H�U�D�O�·�V���2�I�I�L�F�H. Officer Craig , talked about 
cyber bul lying and the dangers that come  from this online hostility.  
The clients were very receptive to the presentation and were able to 
give examples that they had faced or were aware of.  A huge thanks goes  out to the State 
Attorney Generalõs Office and Officer Craig for taking the time out to come speak to our clients 
and making them aware of this type of harassment.  
 
The clients of the Williamsport center are conducting a sandwich fundraiser until the end  of 
August, to help raise funds to purchase certain items for the Williamsport center.  The clients 
are making sandwiches and anyone that is interested in helping donate time, monetary funds, 
or supplies, or if you are just hungry for a sandwich made by th e youth, please contact the 
Williamsport Center at 570 -321 -7860.  The Williamsport center would also like to welcome to 
their family Clinical Supervisor, Gwen Rosato . Program Manager , Cleveland Way  states that 
he is very happy to have Gwen on board and is looking forward to the impact that she will make 
at the Williamsport Center. Welcome aboard Gwen!  

 

Welcome To Our F amilyé 

Gwen Rosato  �² Clinical Supervisor  - Williamsport  

 
 

ñAbility is what you're capable of doing. Motivation determines what you do. 
Attitude determines how well you do itò-Lou Hotlz  


